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This publication includes most of the contributions - oral papers, posters and videos - presented during the 5th International Aquarium Congress, held at the Grimaldi Forum de Monaco from November 20 to 25, 2000, under the High Patronage of HSH Prince Rainier III of Monaco. It also provides summaries of the discussions that took place and of all the decisions adopted on this occasion. 457 participants and 87 accomplices from 35 different countries attended the Congress. The meeting was hosted by the Oceanographic Museum, which had offered to organise it and was elected by its peers at the previous meeting in 1996 in Tokyo, at the Tokyo Sealife Park.

Our candidacy was not simply that of a single public institution. It was supported by the French and European Aquariums as a whole as well as their representative structures - EUAC (European Union of Aquarium Curators) and UCA (French Union of Aquarium Curators) - that actively participated in preparing the Congress. The dawn of the third millennium had a strong symbolic significance as the Oceanographic Museum Aquarium had taken the original initiative of this international meeting in 1960, when it hosted the 1st International Aquariology Congress. This also reflected the desire to have this event organised in different continents in alternation, a decision made at the second Congress, also held in Monaco in 1988. It was also at this second meeting that the need clearly emerged to establish more regular meetings, every three to five years, to bring together the members of the profession.

Demonstrating the advances and rapid development of the discipline, the 3rd Congress at the New England Aquarium in Boston in 1993 and the 4th Congress at the Tokyo Sealife Park in 1996 have since confirmed this need for direct contact and exchange. The organisation of an International Congress is always of special interest since it provides one of the rare moments for gathering, physically and on a global scale many, if not all, of the various players and professionals striving for the progression of the same discipline. The circulation of knowledge and pooling of experience, facilitated and accelerated today by new communication techniques, can be lasting and profitable only if the various players can meet and get to know each other, in order to cultivate mutual respect. Such is the role of such a meeting today, to create a climate of trust and conviviality propitious to reflection and essential for expressing skills and progress.

The organisers of this 5th International Aquarium Congress have done their utmost to create these conditions. Indeed, the task to be accomplished in the course of these meetings was considerable and we can recall here the initiatives implemented by the Scientific and Organising Committees in their planning, design and programming. On the basis of the general theme for this 5th Congress - “The Aquarium: a new link between Man and Nature through the quest for authenticity” - the various steps in the preparation of this event were broached with a constant concern for responding to the future participants and their expectations.

The First Announcement was sent out in the course of the 1998. This enabled us to group the initial responses to this general theme and to inventory the main topics and activities, to bring out the major trends and the latest technical and scientific advances among Aquariums. We were also aware of the concerns and questions of the members of the profession regarding its future and the definition of the roles and missions of tomorrow’s Aquariums. On this basis, we prepared the scientific programme for the Congress that is summarised at the end of this foreword.

Moreover, those reading these Proceedings will themselves appreciate the remarkable quality of the contributions presented in this work. They will surely also be struck by their diversity, which reflects the exponential growth of public Aquariums observed over the past few years, the interest they arouse with the public at large and the many areas of activity affected by these structures, as well as the increasing variety of professional skills involved. We can recall that this diversification was very quickly reflected in the name of this meeting: until 1988, for the second meeting, it was the International Aquariology Congress, to be renamed International Aquarium Congress in Boston in 1993.

Today the discipline of Aquariology, initially limited to a small circle of initiates, now involves millions of people. We cannot help but observe the multiplication of projects throughout the world and the now very strong involvement of Aquariums in today’s society. Aquariums are positioned, in often very different forms, as mediators between the aquatic element and the general public. Increasingly, this action - that is educational in the broad sense - is completed and amplified by the concrete actions of these structures in relation to conservation of endangered species and their natural habitats. As privileged interlocutors and players, Aquariums are confronted every day with this society’s concerns, particularly in the area of environmental protection and the well being of animals in captivity.

In the face of this evolution and the danger of the commercial pressures that always accompany such success, it was important in the course of this meeting to go beyond the simple understanding reached from reading the papers printed in this work. Consequently, the organisers wanted to reserve the time necessary for extensive dialogue on the future of the profession and the various roles Aquariums may be required to play. At such a crucial period, it seemed important to reflect on these institutions, their contribution to today’s society and the structure they must now adopt to make their actions more effective worldwide, by defining a common identity that is respectful of the cultures and approaches on the different continents.

Before the Congress opened, three Committees were set up made up of representatives of all five continents to prepare these discussions and reflect on our profession’s basic missions and ethic, through education, conservation and commercial activities. These Committees were also able to take into consideration the prior reflections of many participants, after circulation of the Third Announcement.

Following this preparatory work, the remarks presented by each Committee Chairperson in the course of the first morning set the tone for the Congress, characterised by the participants’ will to progress in the definition of a common identity and the respect of a professional ethic, as evidenced in the contents of these Proceedings.

All those who participated in this event and contributed to its success hope this publication can express the general positive feeling, both scholarly and convivial, that emerged from these meetings. At the dawn of the third millennium as we enter a new phase in the development of Aquariums, they will surely mark a major step forwards, if only by bridging our past, with its rich experience, and our promising future.
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