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Abstract

The idea of the 1st International Meeting of Aquariums, Museums and Science Centres held at Nausicaā in June 1999 under the aegis of Unesco as a follow up to the International Year of the Ocean, originated in a simple observation recalled in the introduction to the Meeting: “We have long regarded the ocean as a bottomless well and a litter-bin. But here and there the well is drying up and the litter-bin is overflowing. From now on we must manage the Sea, we must manage the Earth.”

This duty to look after it, a necessity, cannot be undertaken without the willing and active participation of ordinary citizens and political leaders, young or old, and irrespective of whether they live on the coast or inland. Aquariums, museums and science centres, that altogether welcome millions of visitors each year, can conceive a new culture of the sea. For this to happen they must learn to become more efficient, and to increase their influence in society. 

These shared values and objectives were given a concrete expression by signing a Declaration of Intent and a primary list of concerted action. Today some fifteen organisations from 4 continents have signed the declaration.

Résumé

L'idée de la 1ère Rencontre Internationale des Aquariums, Musées et Centres de Sciences organisée sous l’égide de l’Unesco, à Nausicaā en juin 1999, trouve son origine dans une constatation simple : "Nous avons longtemps pensé l'Océan comme un puits et une poubelle sans fond. Mais, ici ou là, le puits se tarit, la poubelle déborde (.../...). Désormais il nous faut gérer la Mer, il nous faut gérer la Terre".

Ce devoir de gestion, une nécessité, ne peut être envisagé sans une participation active et volontaire de chacun des habitants de la planète. Les Aquariums, Musées et Centres de Sciences reçoivent chaque année des millions de visiteurs, pour ensemble faire naître cette nouvelle culture de la mer. Mais pour réussir, ils doivent apprendre, être encore plus efficaces, élargir leur influence sur la société. Cette communauté de valeurs et d’objectifs s’est traduite par la signature d’une déclaration d’intention et d’une liste d’actions concertées. A ce jour, une quinzaine d’organisations, provenant de 4 continents, ont signé cette Déclaration d’Intention.

The 1st International Meeting of Aquariums,

Museums and Sciences Centre

Let’s act in unison to influence our public towards a better

management of the Ocean’s resources

After the International Year of the Ocean, why?

At the end of the International Year of the Ocean in 1998, youths representing all the European countries signed “My Ocean Charter” with Unesco and committed themselves even further in their joint declaration. They requested: “more information for all citizens, more research for a sustainable development, more citizen’s involvement in international decision making process.” 

A bit further the youths specified: 

“Information about the state of the Oceans, and how to use their resources in a sustainable way is a critical matter”.

We, as students, and furthermore, citizens, will try to get information on these issues and to inform as many people as possible.

All citizens have the right for an understandable information, but we also need an appropriate information on what to do if we to improve our own behaviour. Then

* as consumers, we can choose, 

* as professionals/workers, we can act differently, 

* as citizens, we can put pressure on / influence decision-makers, 

* as communities, we can act collectively.

We believe that schools should devote more time to nature and the effects of Man on his environment in their educational programmes (…). We ask scientists to increase their awareness-raising activities. Finally we ask that aquariums, museums and science centres do their share for this effort.”

In order to meet these demands the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of Unesco, co-ordinator of the International Year of the Ocean has asked Nausicaā, the National Sea Centre to organise the 1st International Meeting of Aquariums, Museums and Science Centres.

All over the world they receive millions and millions of visitors every year and are thus ideally placed to spread the message, as indeed many of them are already doing. Clearly, it is the responsibility of all our various institutions to make people aware of the fact that the future of all of us lies in the hands of each of us, provided we act together. We have got both to contribute to and engender new patterns of behaviour.

This was the goal of the 1st International Meeting of Aquariums, Museums and Science Centres:

held in Boulogne-sur-Mer from June 6 to 9, 1999. 

75 participants of, 

13 countries of, 

4 different continents, 

representing 25 sites that each year welcome millions of visitors.

The awareness-raising role of the Aquariums:

a step towards a common message?

The centres represented at the Meeting show a great diversity in their sizes and means, status and geographic location. They are also confronted with a diversity of audiences. But they are all at the crossroads of 4 worlds: The world of politics and institutions, the world of scientists and professionals, the world of the media and the press

All agree that it is necessary and urgent to better manage ocean resources and all pledge to promote a more harmonious and long lasting relationship between Man and the marine environment. 

All recognise themselves in a common view of the world and wish to convey a joint awareness-raising message.
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So at the end of the meeting we were able to formulate a common message:

Caring for the blue planet

You can make a difference

Think of the significant difference

6 Billion of us can make together

This motto can be widely broadcast throughout the world and may become, in the mind of millions of visitors, a key phrase that is remembered and that sometimes directs your behaviour.

This community of values went beyond exchanges through the signing of a declaration of intent and the establishment of an initial list of joint actions.

We, Aquariums, Museums and Science Centres present at the 1st International Meeting for a new behaviour towards the Ocean, organised with the support of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of Unesco, commit ourselves to promote a balanced relationship between Man and the marine environment and it’s sustainable use through:

· Jointly developing tools to increase public awareness by stimulating action, in order to create a new behaviour towards sustainable use of the ocean

· Integrating efforts in raising public awareness

· Collaborating in the distribution of a common message to the public

A joint intention, joint actions: for a 2nd meeting

Let’s act in unison to influence our public towards

a better management of the ocean’s resources

The participants have chosen an informal network as a framework.

The existing professional organisations, the zoos, aquariums and science museums associations, meet certain types of requirements. The network we create here has a theme-based vocation that is transversal and may associate members of each one of these existing organisations.

We plan to create various work groups that have yet to be launched. These will undoubtedly allow the network participants to better communicate and especially to implement complete co-operation.

Most importantly, with the renewed support of the Unesco Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, we are preparing a 2nd International Meeting. Until then we can advance within the work groups set forth in the 1st Meeting:

· A work group on distributing the joint message

· A work group on the development of field activities in conjunction with ngos, protected natural areas, tourism companies and expedition organisers

· A work group on the production of shared temporary exhibits

· A work group on educational actions 

The 2nd Meeting will be an opportunity to assess the progress of these work groups. It will also be the opportunity to hold a new general meeting of all the participants of the informal network launched in 1999.

Appeal

In the name of the Organising Committee and all the participants in the 1st International Meeting of Aquariums, Museums and Science Centres, I invite you to join the awareness-raising network.

You will find the proceedings of the meeting on the web site http://www.nausicaa.fr/initiative.html . A printout may be obtained from the secretary of the Organising Committee culture@nausicaa.fr . If you are interested in this dynamic please help it by signing our Declaration of intent.

This movement must be maintained and most importantly must be enlarged. It must also be increased and more of you must become members as should organisations other than aquariums in order to further enrich this diversity that is the strength and originality of this network. To conclude, I would like to quote the words of Mr. Patricio Bernal Assistant Director General of the Unesco, Executive Secretary of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission at the 1st International Meeting of Aquariums, Museums and Science Centres: “Don’t be shy, don’t be conservative, let’s be daring. We have an immense task ahead and we are very few. We are the only ones who strengthen the link with the rest of the population. We are conscious of the problems, we have the capacity, and we have to sharpen our focus to deliver a very valuable message!”






Which in turn is part of the diversity of life that has evolved on the planet Earth…





Three environments which at their boundaries unceasingly exchange matter and energy, as they also do with the living world





In the skies, in the water and on our continents…





Within this immense and infinitely complex system the planet Earth whatever I do and wherever I am, every single act of mine affects my environment, which in turn interacts with the living world, more especially with my species and myself, to generate unceasing change





In the skies, in the water and on our continents…





and since there are 6 thousand million of us , our actions have hurt the Earth;


and because there are 6 thousand million of us, our actions can make the Earth well again.





Within this immense and infinitely complex system the planet Earth whatever I do and wherever I am, every single act of mine affects my environment, which in turn interacts with the living world, more especially with my species and myself, to generate unceasing change





In this way, we are all, each one of us and whether we like it or not, actors on this worldly stage





Three environments which at their boundaries unceasingly exchange matter and energy, as they also do with the living world





Which in turn is part of the diversity of life that has evolved on the planet Earth…





I am part of the human race…





As just an individual simply visiting an aquarium, a museum or a science centre, whoever I am …
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