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Abstract

An old historical monastic facility located in the centre of the Hanseatic town Stralsund by the Baltic Sea houses the German Oceanographic Museum. From amongst the museums of the country in the time of the German Democratic Republic (GDR) this was the one attracting the highest numbers of visitors. Using the old and historic buildings as a museum has made it possible to save and reconstruct the former monastery. The German Oceanographic Museum is presently the most visited museum in the northern part of Germany with an attendance of approximately 600.000 people per year. The main visitor attraction is the sea water aquarium including 45 tanks (1,000 to 50,000 litres). The illustration of the recent reconstruction of the gothic cellar demonstrates the feasibility and the efficient use of historical buildings. Planning phase, stages of building and realisation of the new aquarium are presented. A further project shows the finding of modern architectural solutions in the former yard of the monastery for building a 300,000 litre aquarium as a new home for three sea turtle species. That have been held in captivity for the past two to three decades. After the opening of the new aquarium the turtles will be presented in optimal conditions with the aim of increasing the public awareness of these endangered species.

Résumé

Un vieil édifice monastique situé dans le centre de la ville hanséatique de Stralsund, sur la mer Baltique, héberge le Musée océanographique d’Allemagne. A l’époque de la République Démocratique d’Allemagne (RDA), ce musée attirait déjà un nombre record de visiteurs. L’utilisation du vieux bâtiment historique pour construire le musée rendit possible la sauvegarde et la reconstruction de l’ancien monastère. Le Musée océanographique d’Allemagne est actuellement le plus visité de la partie Nord du pays, avec environ 600 000 visiteurs par an. L’attraction principale est constituée par l’Aquarium marin qui comprend 45 cuves (de 1 000 à 50 000 litres). La récente rénovation de la cave gothique démontre la faisabilité et l’intérêt de l’utilisation de monuments historiques. Les phases de conception, les étapes de la réalisation et de la construction du nouvel Aquarium sont présentées dans cette communication. Un futur projet présente les solutions architecturales adoptées dans l’ancienne cour du monastère pour construire un aquarium de 300 000 litres, destiné à héberger trois tortues de mer, maintenues en captivité depuis 20 à 30 ans. Après l’ouverture de ce nouveau bassin, les tortues seront présentées dans des conditions optimales de maintenance, avec pour objectif de sensibiliser le public sur ces espèces en danger d’extinction.

Introduction

The museum in Stralsund, formerly called the Nature-Museum Stralsund, was founded in the year 1951. At its opening there were nine small marine aquaria containing about 300 litres of water which were maintained by Rudolf Jonas as a private aquarist. In 1969 R. Jonas was employed by the museum as head of the aquarium section, and he retired in 1974. During these 15 years the aquarium grew to a size of about 25,000 litres and was established as an important part of the museum. In 1974, when K.-H. Tscheische took over the position of head of the aquarium section the museum extended its exhibitions within the St. Katherin´s church of the monastery, and it was given the status of a national oceanographic museum called Museum of Oceanography and Fisheries of the German Democratic Republic. From 1974 onwards we were able to enlarge the aquarium step by step, earning money from entrance fees from an ever-increasing number of visitors. Some important steps of this development will be presented here.

Aquarium Development 1974 – 2000

A unit of 19 cold water North Sea aquaria was established in the cellar of the monastery from 1966 – 1968. Besides constructing everything on our own we had to find ways of getting salt water and living organisms from abroad. This was possible due to of co-operative contracts with the national shipping and fisheries associations located in the regional capital city of Rostock, the mayor GDR harbour at the Baltic Sea. Up to 1989 most of the salt water and the living animals were supplied to us in this way. Not only did we get these supplies from the seamen but this type of cooperation established a very firm identity of many people with the museum and aquarium – the best advertisement you can have.

Following the opening of major exhibitions in the church hall in October 1974 we developed small aquaria of the size of exhibition showcases. Most of the equipment was constructed by the museum due to lack of funds and material at that time. The previously established tanks were situated at the end of the walk around the cellar of the monastery. Our goal was therefore to have the first tanks with colourful living organisms available to the visitors at the very beginning of the museum tour. 12 tanks of a size of 500 to 2,000 litres were installed in 1975 and maintained up to the year 2000. Due to the importance of this first aquarium unit we are currently reconstructing the unit, using the best modern technology.

The step to construct large tanks followed in 1982, in association with preparations for the 750th anniversary of the city of Stralsund in 1984. Within a competition entitled “increase the beauty of our city” the city council approved a project to build a new aquarium section outside of the monastery building. Many citizens, mainly people employed at the local shipbuilding unit (Volkswerft Stralsund) and seamen, local craftsmen) were given permission to work after hours at the museum site. As part of this construction two large tanks (40.000 and 50.000 litres, respectively) were installed, containing sharks and sea turtles.

In 1985 the annual number of visitors surpassed 800,000 people, the museum and aquarium had grown to the most visited institution in the GDR! The country, however, suffered severe economical problems and funds to care adequately for such a large number of visitors properly were not available. Thus, under the headline of extending the aquarium exit to a size of 20m length and 10m in width, another section – the tropical aquarium – was secretly added to the existing outdoor aquarium. It was only in 1992, three years after the political change and the re-unification of the two German states, that this technical work could be completed.

Future development

The three existing aquarium units, e.g. the new tanks at the ground floor of the entrance hall, the North Sea aquarium in the cellar of the monastery, and the outdoor unit, are highlights in the tour around our house. Yet due to extreme shortage of funds and construction materials, there is a heavy burden of both maintenance and labour costs, in order to maintain the Aquaria now consisting of 36 tanks containing about 400.000 litres of seawater. Even the largest tanks are too small for some of the larger animals like the five sea turtles and some of the fish.

After two years of planning we have recently procured funds for reconstructing the whole outdoor unit by building a large tropical aquarium containing 300.000 litres of water, and by covering the whole unit with a steel and glass roof construction within the court of the historical site. This extension shall be available to the public in the year 2003.

Finally there is the idea to erect a new building containing exhibitions and cold water Aquaria on a site at the harbour of the city of Stralsund. In late 2001 an international competition on the architectural planning will be launched, and we are looking ahead for the results – and for sources to fund the new unit.

Acknowledgements

The authors thanks D.-H. Stechmann of the German Oceanographic Museum for the help in translating the manuscript.

references
Please consult our homepage in German or English for further information under www.meeresmuseum.de
Bulletin de l’Institut océanographique, Monaco, n° spécial 20, fascicule 2 (2001)


